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VWonders no Miracles; 
| OR, 


Mr. VALENTINE GRE ATRATES 
Gift of Healing Examined, 


Upon occafion of a Sad Effef of his Stroak- 
ing, Mar.the 7. 1665, atone Mr. Creſ- 
ſets houſe in Charter-Houſe-Tard. 


Hen T conſider in how many reſpedts, 
"2 the world is now under the {1d |udge- 
ment, of being given over to belreve 


* Lies, becaule 1t receiveth not the *z Thel.z. rx. 
Chriſtian truth , in the Love and Power of it - Er- 
rours and Impoſtures, - as a * Great man obſerveth , * Grotis 
being at once the Sivs and Puziſhments of the later 4: ire 
Ages of the World, | 
.Whea I read'that fome preten(ions in the laft rimes, 
4 will almoſt deceive the very © Ele&; infomuch that « Manh.34.14. 
>  oneof thoſe Elect writing to his Brethren , hath left 
this as the greareſt Caveat amongſt them, Beloved, 
beleevoe not every Spire, but®'try the Spirits whether ,, 1, 6 
they be of God. Jot1 
And adde to all theſe, thoſe{1d words 2 Theſ. 1.7. 
l A 2 That 


A 


Wonders no Miracles, 


That the Myſtery of iniquity doth already work ,, only , 
be who now Letteth, will Let, wntil he be taken out of the 
way ,. and then ſhall that wicked one be revealed , even 
he whoſe coming i after the working of Satan , with all 


| power and ſigns, and LYING WONDERS, and 


with all aecerveableneſs of ,unrighteeuſneſs in them that 
periſh, þ 4 | | L #0 | 
When TI refle& on the ſtate of the World, now 
ſo parralls) co that it was 4oco years agoe, eſpecially 
in one particular, viz.-that tis immerſed in Fancy , 
Imaginatianiand ;Luit'; «which artoa)l Iater-woven 
with its Phyloſophy, its Religion, Worſhip, Doctrine, 
Dilcipline-and Government, ſo far, 'that it is as ſub- 
jet.to Piabolical lmpreſhons, kading-to Atheilm , 
now towards theend of the Warld:,-as itnyas.to ſuch 
as led to Poluthiciſin ," 7h2x in the;:begirining of ic : 1 
do not ſo much admire your Caution in complying 
with the Vulgar apprettenſfions of this late Gft of 
Healing , ſo-much cryed up amongſt us; asI do 0- 
thers unwillingneſs ro comply with: your Cantion ; 
ſo much more ſtrange is it, that the generaVity ſhould 
allow ſuch groundlefs, -and ill contrived Þpreterfces , 
than that any man ſhould ſcruple then; were not we in 
England, tamousalmoſt toa Proverb, for our folly, 


| inveferenceto Prodigier and .Prophefies.;, and a People 


chat would make jt neceſſary , that'as 'it was one con- 
<tion in-che Judges of the Sexedrim, that they ſhould 


: He Skilled in Magick , that they might dereRt and 


Judge others for it ; ſo it ſhould be one in our, Coun- 


Cils; that they ſhould:be expert in the works of Na- 
, ture, that they might underſtand what is above ic. 


Sir, Seriouſly, fince there is not 2 greater-confir- 
mation of what God ſpeaks, . than, what-he. doth; and 
Ins ſo 


"s 


Mir cles no Wonders. 


. ſonogreater evidence of Religions proceeding from 
God, than Miracles wrought by God. And there 
being no ordinary way of conveighing the evidence 
of divine Truth into the mindes of Men, but by a 
concurrence of a divine power ſet. before thcir eyes to 
confirm that Truth, The World is not capable of 
diving into the depth of Religious Myſteries; fo thal- 
low, narrow, and dark are mens capacities and intel. 
teuals, and ſo apt are man to ſuſpeR impoſtures in 
chings of ſubrilty, reaſon and myſtery, and therefore 
they» muſt have ou confirmations of thoſe-myſte- 
ries before their ſenſes, which they think will not de- 
ceive them ſo true isit, what that excellent per- 
ſonoblerves. The world being to be taught of God, 
muſt be.taught with a&tions , which they can truſt , 
and not with words, wherewith they may be deceiy- 
ed; and hence Miracles, or the ivy 2012 of mat- 
ters above the reach of Natare , hath been alwaies 
looked on as the greateſt teſtimony to divine authori- 
ty,and revelation,... , 
<< For the courſe of nature being ſettled by an om- 
© niporent power, and all Agents ating by the force 
* of that power ; whoſoever in doing wonders, alter. 
eth the courſe of nature , iscſteemed to have the Dis 
vine preſence going along with him. Sire} 
; Since I ay, the working of Miracles, - and perfor- 
ming things abave the couiſe of Natere., hath been 
looked upon by mankinde, fince God hath made uſe 
of men.to a& in his name z here in the world, as the 
beſt evidence of- Gods -preſence' going, along with 
them, as the faireſt credentials fortheir Meſlagez, and 
the greateſt. argument for the truth of the Religions 
by thew at ſeveral times publiſhed in. the __ of 
Oats. 
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Wonders wo:Miraches.. 
God, As it is'centaiuly of very dangerous conſe- 
quence , to Connrerfeir the Kings Seal , by which 
all A&tsof State areconfirmed, and madeauthentick- 
ly known to the people, ſoit is to pretend to Gods 
Seal, whereby he doth convincingly make known 
his will in the world, | 
* And as all the Kings Leige People, ſhonld be- 
ware of conniving at the one, tor fear of a mi{-under- 
ſtanding, likely thereby $ grow 'berween the King 
and-the People; none then being able to diſcern what 
is really the Kings AQ, and'what 1s not z what they 
fhould obey,and what they ſhould not; as they would 
not be guilty of mil- priſion of Treaſon againſt rhe Go- 
yernment, ſo all Gods people ſhould be very cauti- 
ous in allowing the other, for tear of a mi{-under- 
ſtanding between God and their Soulsz none 1n caſe 
of ſuch Counterfeirs, being able to diſcern what is te- 
ally confirmed to be'Gods will, and what is only pre- 
tended ſo,whart is aRelipgion,and what is a chear. 
Whence really there cannot chuſe but enſue rheſe 
two ſad things. viz. he > HJ 
1 Anopportunity in diſtracted and divided Times, 
to broach ſtrange and dangerous Opinions. For if a 
mancan bur prevail with the People, to beleeve that 
God aſſiſts him , 'to Effet new. and extraordinary 
things; he may eaſily perſwade them ; that the ſame 
God inſpires him r6-ſpeak 'inew and extraordinary O- 
pmions; when th God im what he doth, they 
ey believe heisin what hefſaith; - and where 
they oblerve omnrporence, 'therethey will believe in- 
fallability : and ifthie nan ficthrnow, 7 received £ waice 
from Feavin, bidding te Cure all Diſeafes', he'evay if 
this take, Fay arion,-1 im Commiſiioned by a Voice from 
CE Heaven, 


Heawen, to reduce the World 19 the wnity, of the Raman 
Church, tateach the infallebility of the Pope, toreveal a 
AMefiab to come, a fifth Monarchy, and what not. ? 
Thus* che C4r+7:5 pretended Miracles by the infi- p*-£4911- 
nite power of Chriſt,to confirm the denial. ofhis Dei a gl 
ty ( Menander to blinde his followers, wouldreſtore £#/e6-l.1.c 10. 
eir fight, Baſilides Riroaked and deluded the wul- 5,6; 5517 
titude, Cerinthws and Ebion performed as ſtrange Sac. Hiſt 1.2. 
things as they taught, Yalentinas and Heracleon,firſt ___ WY 
ſer up with new Cures, and afterwards with new.Q- ——_ 3. 
Plnigns. Marcns Garpocrates and Cerdon Were Magi: 77 Dicc.18. 
clans firſt, and then Hereticks. Apelies, Severus, Ta: © 
| 414anws, and Montanw, firſt had the gitt of Healing, and 
afterwards that of Propheſying. Sabellivs, Samoſate- 
aus, Phatinus, Mactdonius, Apoliinaris, had ſome thing 
ſingular in their practiſe, befare they bad any thing 
Novel 1a their Opinians, The DonetiFs and Eucife- 
rlaxs, pretended to do thiggs above other Chriſtians, 
befor they ſer up a. ſeparation from them, The Ne- 
ſtorians and Emtichians, got reputation by their con+ 
verſe with a bad Spirit, before they durſt deny the 
being of the good one, | | 
All the ſixteen falſe Chriſts, that obtruded them - 
ſelves upon the world, pretended to our Sayiqurs 
Miractes, before his perſon'; Mahomer had two;Ma- 
ſters, a Magician and a Prieſt; and the. three firſt icen+ 
eury of his prevalency in. the warld , were called the geg,ew.c:. 
Magical ages. The Church of Rome challenged the frexfe. liv. 
pawer of, doing Miracles , ever ſince the would be 
thought Infallible; ever uſhering in her ſtrange Do- 
rines with ſtrange performances z. and amuſing the 
peoples. eſpecially here in Zog{apd, with the fears of 


ane Seminary Prieſt ; thereby. to prepare: them the 


MOTE 


Wonders'no:Miracles, 

' more readily toembrace the deluſions of all, © tho leſs 

than fifty ſeven Miracle-Mongers of that Gang , be- 

ing detected in England, Scotland, and Ireland , with- 

vid nya. in-thefe fifty years; and the Papiſts urging their pow- 

& Eccleſ. & er of working Miracles, | as one of the moſt famons 
Ger. de Eceleſ. qotes of their Church. 

And toſay no more,the firſt Heretick ſince Qhriſts 
time , was Simon the Magician, of whom its. ſaid, that 
he oppoſed the truth, wich: the ſame artifices that 
Fannes and Fambres withſtood Moſes ;, ſo true is that 

» De preſcript ANTIENT obferyation of the knowing * Teriullian, Max- 
contra baret. | 19a hareticorum cum maghs , circulatoribus & curioſitati 


E:3+ .0o Medittis commercia : and that, Magiams efſe hereticarii opi- 
Et de Anim. : , 
c $7: nionum auttricem; that there was alwaies a'great corre- 


ſfpondence between theHereticks,that had a deſign to 
impoſe upon mens wnderſtandings, and Conjurers, 
that could put a cheat upon mens ſenſes; knowing well 
that it they could take the ſenſes with ſtrange pers 
formances , poor men that cannot examine the bot- 
rome of things, will tamely yield their intelleQs to . 
their ſtrange tenets, 

It being a generally a]lowed obſervation, made firſt 
by St, Ferome, that the Devil being diſcharged our 
of the Heathen Temples, and Oracles took up with 
the Hereticks Conventicles and Oratories, playing 
thoſe Legerdemains of late, *ro ſupport Hereſies a- 

- mong the toocurious Chriſtians, that pry unto things 
that they have not ſeen, that they uſed of old among 
the looſer fort of mankinde, to keep up Polutheiſm 
with, ., ; 
| Whence the early caveat, Dewt. 13. 1, 2, 3« If 
there ariſe among you a Prophet, or a Dreamer of Dreams , 
and giveth thee a fign or a wonder ,' andthe fien or the 

wonder 


Upuders:no Miracles. 5 = 
mandy. come t0.paſr, whereof he ſpake wnto thee, (avi Rf 
.Ltw5 go aſter other Gods; thou ſhalt not hearkey ye n 
1for the .Lordyoar God proveth you: So juſt itis wich 

God: to try peoples taithfulneſs tro, and ſtedfaſt- 
-ge(s)in:the truth, by Diabolical Wonders » leading 
them toerror, | | 
- -»O good a Caution is that of Gerſon, upon the dif- 

Fetenc pretences of Miracles among the Papiſts them- 

felves , to carry on their different opinions and tati- 

-0sz, one fide prerending Miracles tor their Opinion, 

andthe other.tor the contrary ,| * That tn thu:old Age * De difinaie. 
of the world,. in this taft hour , and time ſo wear CAnti- nt verarum & 
chrifts Revelation, its not to be maruclled at, if the morIg {3 *ibo- 
take « doating old man, be abuſed by iliuſions and fanta- 

ſes +: And ſo excellent: is Dr. Frelds obſervation , 

$þhat there-being but two waies to confirm Religion, 

the Teſtimony of Gods Spirit.to the heart, called u- 

-fually Gods privy Seal; and the Teſtimony of his 

Miracles, to the ye, called his broad Seal: There 

-£8anot be a wider -door :opened for all the fallacies 

Sawn would put upon mankitde, than the pretences 

of the firſt :by the Exrbufieſt, and the ſecond by the 

Fuepler - There being no greater Teſtimony likely 
tobe giyen to the truth, - thanthat they Countertetr 
for falſhood, viz; the:Teſtimony of God , who, can 
Neither deceive nor bedeceived,. confirming it by in» 
ſpiration, or operation. 


Theſe are {ad things, but the ſecond conſequences 


af, theſe pretences is ſagder ; for men deluded dy 
thele juggles of falſe Ifipries are ſhaken in their be- 
lef ot 1rve oncs; -and'2s; by:the;firſt appearance of-a- 
ny -pretended Wonders, they may bee cajoled to 


embrace ſome errors z ſo upon the diſcovery of the 
| | B 


bots 


SF 


Wondottine Miracles; 


bottome of them,.. they are ready-tp.caft off alt.cruth, 
and becauſe they finde themſcives' {x ON ERce , 
their ſhort reaſonings cannot ſatisfie them, ' bur thar 
they bave beenabuled wi .and therefore ſaith 
the excellent Mr. Stillipgfled z © Ic isno wonder A- 
« theiſm ſhould be ſuch a thriving Plantan Zraly,. nay, 
<« under; if not within che walls:ot Rear itſelt, where 
"inquifiriye eiſons do daily ſce the jugplags andim- 
ſtures of Prieſts, in their pretended Miracles; and 
« from thence'are brought 20.look upon Re 


ligion i irs 
«<ſelfava meerimpoſture., and xo thank no Pope-1{o 
« [afalhble, aswemhat.faid , La CIE BN not is profact [ 


*f bac de-Chreto f+ Ubula? | 
Si, By this time —_— fee you are-not:the only erſon, 
ahat look iup retenders to, and rath elievers 


of Macken cheſedates, as dangutous; por the wo 
great accounts 'ot lening/i etrors'among the people , 
and uponthe diſcovery ot the pretenders,of letting out 
the people xo Atheiſm, and-{o are: aor fingular'in-your 
compaſſion-and pity towards this poorNation,for- thefr 
ſoxxfie compliance with vtjin ng, ;/ tharpterend- 
etch 10 Novel1y:0f #huder, b much-contern- 
ed, as youwleth ſay, for thignine daies Wonder of 
Cndabrates, which vigat Iwutvititsown tile 
x for the opportmiity od! rettiiprations-offived 0G 
more: ſubtle iperſons. 10 workupds an tnſtable') Mo 
ple to more dangerous purpoſes. - - | 

:Bur in the :meanitime', while weare proparivg a 
joſ account oMitades, Propticfies;Vifions, "Irnpul- 
tes &.! to Amtidone and: choſe 
kkely rdbeobtriaded aponthewy intheſelat and 
worſt:dajes; - when it is- tho hear the Devils !::me 
being ſhort, and-vtieicom 


waoepiring, rhar/he bad 
tO 


Wondcty: ne Moragles,, 
GYCUIAMCS.- + 
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erformances. 


ſticared bg ayderflanding to a-varicty of Opinions and 
Errors; - for 'he hach been in his time- of moſt of the 
 Fations'thit were hrely extant, and now ptetends 
himfelf a'ZatHnde-wran; that 'is, one that brine of ns 
Religion himfelf, # indifferems what Religion others 
ſhould be of ; tath either a deſign to: be even with 
the World, and to decefhe others, as well he dwell- 


ing with deluſions, may think others baye deccived 


him : Or; whichI had rather believe: ( for I would 
teipn hope that the man is not Þ ore Impoſtor } 
being unſettled in his mind, and poſſibly in the turn 
of times difcontented/as to his Forrane,- is troubled 


with Fancies and Tmaginations, which he takes to be / 


Itnpulſes; and indeed it is not fo mach a wohnder to 
me, thar one ſhould prerend theſe Impulſes, as thac 
half the Nation dotit not, ſince they have-been f6 
given-over to: Fantafies and inward ſuggeſtions, - has 


ving loſt almoſt the -faculty , principles , ang exer- | 


ciſe of Reaſon. _ TS: 
- How poſſible it is for a man, eſpecirty in aft age 
of Fanrafies as'a' Learned man: caffeth this, to 
wrought by His Imagination ro a'belief-of ſtratige 
Too B 2 Abilities 


Tod deouive the :Nartions;, big UWigence: -afid: avtifices 
afe' improved ©: take this: ſhore account of this Me. 


Ars Account of Mr. Valentine Greittates, und 


He- man it ſeems being bred up-inloofe times, wc. 0rerraes 
"and amore looſe way, a Soldier, having: pro- tewpey 


I n FE | #0' Miracles. = 

Abilities inhimfelt y may. eaſily be diſcerned by M7 
randulaes Diſtourle ide Imaginatiene, Cc; 8. where: he 
ith, 1. That by the predominancy of a melancho- 
lique humor (tor humors give complexion to a vul- 
gar Fancy,) 2. _ — of Won ſenſes : 
3-.By the firengrh of the paſhong that have a greap 

DO Boerne bis Hoary. Ne miſty of> 
evil Angels, who can eaſily -caſt into'the' _ 

ſtrange and falſe ſpecies, with ſach ſubrilty as ſha 

eaſily gain them plauſible credit, and admittance, 
To By the ihfluence of 'a mangs;$tarres, 6... he- 
reditary imaginations. 7. By ſad . Neceflity, . 8. By 
windy meats, and want of due Evacuarions. .9. By 
ſordid dwellings, and manner of lite, with thick, Aur. 
0. By idlenets and ſoligarineſs. . x1, By lying a bed 
and {leeping. 12, By -:grief, fear, envy , dilgrace, 
faion,revenge,&c. a man may become an Enthuſiaſt. 
So eaſie it is for theſe or the like cauſes to ſtir up a 
mans hamors, and thoſe huMors to; work upon the 
Fancy: And by the many Inſtances hereof through- 
ont. the World, as 4, The Few thar did ſo really 
imagine he could raiſe the dead, that he killed hjm- 
felt in order to the experiment. 2, The Greciex that 

went upon a Viſion 2400 miles to cure the Empe- 
rour of his deafnefs. that had been in his. Grave-four 
years, 3. The alien that came by an impulſe to 
France, to reſtore: light to the. blind, and loſt both 
tus Eyes. 4. The French-man that heard a Voice 
ſpeaking to him, t9- make 4 man without 4 woman, and 
endeavoured it ſeyen-years., 5..The Dutch-womar, 
rhat imagined ſhe could be with Childe when ſhe 
pleaſed without knowing. a man, 6, The People that 
wagine they muſt fell all, and live an Aire, till Fa- 
cage hath. made them wiſer, 7- The man-that kept 


= .Wongers na tMiracles I1: 
his Children, as they died of the Sickneſs, uaburied | 

rill chey. ſtunk, in hope ,of a. ReſurreQtion... B,; The : 

Germas that went, as ke ſaid, by Inſpiration to cure the 

Duke of Taſcony of the. Sciatica, by breathing on 

him,: 3nd died a:Prifoner in. Legory.. 9, The Spaniard 

that went upon Viſion 600 miles to cure.the Puke: 

of, Jienzce. of-.the Gout; and dyed himfelt of it; in- 

Irons, 10. The Phyſician that thought he could make 

man immoxtal, and died himſelf before fifty. 11.The 

| Suſſex man that. ralked of Viſions to his Miniſter ,, 
'who.adviſed him to ſend for: the Phyſician, the Vi- 

flog. being. no. more than the effe& of a teaveriſh. 
diſtemper, 12, The Yenetian that undertook to live 

without food,, and the tenth day heard a Voyce ſay-, 

ing, £o.bim, Ariſe and eat two Egges. Not to men-gc tr.” thy. 
tion hundreds more of the (ame infirmity, to0,much /eph:s, 1 1. c.6. 
impoſed on. by their. Imaginations, and the impref-* 54455, Wi: 
ſions made by the Devil , 2«/ miſcet ſe atr4 bili' & mis, c. 8,5, 
Pha afic, Or their diſtemggr chereupon, which you 19- Zanchus 
may 


ee.in the Authors quoted in the,* Margin, [oats we _ 


b4.8 Wy | | |  'F. C. 2. Do- 
nitus,1. 2, c. 1. de bift. mtdic. mireb, Lemnius de Otcult Nat. mir. 1. x. F gi Caordan 
L. 18. de rar varietate. Camer. 1 Cem. c. © 4- bor. ſubſeciv. Fienns de viribus Imagt- 
x4:ions, Laurentius de melancbo!. Philoſtrarus vita ApoRon. 1.1. S:nnerws |. x- p-z. c. 8. 
de melancholis. Benevenius de abditis rerum Cauſis, G. Fabiicius Cent. 3, Obſerv. P. de 
Seufta Crax. in Hippocrarem de morbs ſacro Zacuthus Praxus admiranada. 


Ir being ſo poſſible, that the man. is really poſſeſ- 
ſed with an importunate Imagination that he ſhould 
perform theſe Cures he pretends to, let us condi- 
tian. whether the Attempt hathany thing more in it.  - 
than Imaginazion. =P * 
.1.-And ro deal plainly with you, Sir, the very Obſervations 
time of the pretence is ſuſpicious, it being a time of 29 the ee of 
x Expectations among all men, and of ſtrange cing up bi 
linpreſſions upon very many ; y very Ns a =cmugy 


J. 


Voddevs" nf Mirada. 
of e alretdricn#'ia 'ehe” wore, 
alrerati -#i0hÞ rh6vgtie9 arld (pi 
wonder, when all! men fobk t&r eye of Miracles, 
rhat'otie man-ſhoul&atterpeto bepit it,” - 
Beſifes- thats fince the'tri Ws of his” Maje- 
fiiev' Refliitdtiof! evideRang' the prefrite ÞP"'God? 


Greatr ates party have ſpent rheir tittie in yerting and 
diſperſing: falfe Prodigier!, ro, dehitde mety Taro''ant 

Opinion Gf the < ſufe bf GdtHh again both 

thoſe thu look: narrowly int6- rHings,” are apr tg! 

ſoſpe&;, tht Mr- GrreÞatet' being” Tonteraed - - that 

the' reports of Miracles arid Prodigies'did nor work 

us, imagined he might promote the ctufe for-" 

_= - mid(perforty” Miracles wy" Wh n 'dulf 

"rg te}ſ' ſtratige things only .to amufe” 

+ Obſermens hh men catt pf ſtrange things' to c vs 


on his firſt ae- 
cempt upon che THEM: 


tinged - And hk ſuſpition p tFaiteth the more, docanſs'" 
har, and wg. Of the firſt inſtaric© Wheraly this {iti difcdyertd Yiis 
aro a9 LAT I mean the curing of the + Kings-evil: A Cure 
mn ect © though: entailed on the Kings of England fince 
rofiam dr uut- Eaward tie rake 1 and looked on as a gtacions 


ents erroribal, Gift, of God, that Gods Vicegeretits hand: ſhould” 


Sgpag ng” Io wm m_ which Gods hand hath inflicted ; 


* A Papiſt 


Priſon being 'K $ probable” flikt thete ThoWld dex! Healing 


rroubted with yirtge in the hipheſt ſort 6f anim#ls/, a well 45 inthe. 


oo —_— loweſt ſott of vegitables; confefſed 


by our * Adverſe 
by Queen Eli- ries whereof one bd "eutred by 


pre pi py-it derived 16 the Kings of France, per aliquinh'> pro- 
= vals 
oy prove wa Pt what News, I erquves ſaid be, now 2 laſt Fredo 


thit the Excommunication 3 Iiolt 4cen is of no cifch, fines 
with ſuch a Gift, -B WLIbrenHat Mal fromirom Oh 


paginew, 


Tye fo 


with" his Perſ6tt and Goveftmetit DO AG- men of Nr. 


- and 


Queen BlizubetF;, 
zabcth afie? 2cknowledged her Authority when he tele her Powey'y? 
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ew 3 DY 2 Brig gf rig e , [4 ved from the [1- Ta rum de 
Tits OWer at: Pur Engl! Kings , under wi cont 
n(dRiqn moſt * of the French Frovinces were once (roma ag 
Tubjeed. A gure I fay, though o Generally own- * 5 2ovs of 
*d,taehe. geear, bonour of his Sacred: Majeſty of prrter,'®. . 
Ave Britl4iÞ >, yet .cavilled ar by the mare moroſe till een. 
230 t,of people 4s ſuperſtitions in the Ceremonies _ King FEd- 
uſed abux ut; 1 mean, the Goſpel, the Calle, the*”* 
Angel, the Croſs, the Belief required, notwithſtand. 
ing that it is welt knowp, that our Kings can heal þy 
bare ſtcgake, without theſe circumſtances ,: which 
.&E72Ker arguments: of the deyotion of the great 
Perlqngge that beals , than means neceſſarily influen- 
Cing yp9n.the people.that are, healed z and as ordina- 
Xx. 9iGhe.manner of performing. is z for lay they ,. ave 
peed nat.rpua. to Mirades, of tothe \granddewre, . and 


” , - 


Keultqualities, for che pretgnded Wonder of © Heal- « via rerer 
ng.tbe Kings £1; 1s only the pomer of Fancy,ſay they, La Me bc. 
Ad Inagingtion; far.when the pgor fn (obo. nn. 
ſeldom beats of ,..and neu ſaw 4 King tefore ) 
\belald bis $414] Hang aahling ins puddle og 
Hon, und with & charitable Fonfigence , rubbing , 
ſwoon hinge, chafing, zhiſe loathſem, Keruels (which 1,may 
ul oems of,carraption, diolued of entimes : into a fecu- 
Tens homer: ] 11 fon, when the pct mmanſhall ſec.an Hond {0 
rhanwble of an Aran fo high \ ſuch gendi{centionin « King, 
#0 flrgakithat ſoarat: which gntanerPerſyns would ſtop theyr 
Noſtrifs, i ſhyt 2heir Eyes, or twry their faces;, the ratſeth, 
- Wedieth,, garhraneth the Batients fancy, ſurmmoning bis 
\OPIMESAG rafpe ſt. Yet pre 74th Teri upright, right, 39 exr- 
KA 4b 4; exmith greater vane. | | 
: Apdcgerunly 4 mighta Melancholly, or a diſcon- 
&enjed, man hiok) any man may Fork upon the uma- 
8inatiop a3, wellasPringghsyan6 iodieg 1tifeafibly Dy 
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pinks Miritles, 


_ offer two phe, ws bee with other cunning $ peo: 
. ples fug "hi ſer vp an Healing Eogeart be 
well as t ; 'Jevelling bis Gift, as well as they 


would his Feng” with a 46h ign, that when it appear- 
ed he'could «ono, more' rhan other men, he ſhoukd 
be no more thanother men :/ yea,” and when parity 6f 
reafon led them to attempr in other Diſezſes , whar 
with ſome ſucceſs they had begun in'the Kings Evil, 
they might not only-out-do his Majeſty, - bur be ina 
fair way to give Laws to the world: h 
5” For mark the groung of this tnans'attempts, and 
The voice from he tells you in hisLetterto theL. Biſhop ofChefter,that 
Heaven wiich ge had & Voyce from Heaven , aſſuring him firſt that he 
he preterds 
ewice ro have bad a power i8 cure the rl Emil, and afterwards, that 
exrtiry may $f,. Lhe curt all Difea fess, that he (ould not be gaiet an- 
ap prone poor be tiÞ be had undertaken it * And that « Wontan whkuown'to 
Lord Biſhop of him, hada Fiſinn to come'10 him, and that herenpon, 
be Es notwithftanding he was tſſuaded by his Friends from the 
rafice,' and jeared"ont of the imagination ,-'be had « 
cdiftant Tmpalſe:,\ 20 forty bim pou thr ſeverdl expert- 
ment; that he af made tif tht whole Couttry thronged to 
him:This is the ſum of whar the manſaithfor himſelf, 
1 How dangerous it is to:admit of Impulſes & Vi- 
frons,and hgw commoti ir was with men of Mr.Great- 
rites totrher way'to trudey »need'no further proof, 
© than 'Olivers- Tmpiitfes, Fanes ' Naylor , and- orher 
Quakers Viſions, and lighr within , which would 
have ſuperſeded, 'if altowed, all RelgiaL Law, Du- 
ty, Ris Ys 20d irong;! 7nd eornimod' hon there 
pre Arne / ws any" kz rae apa #ny of 
thele that fat xpetr upon 
the account-of 'this' pI aſe -and' els ;afhd if | 
people ' will "bur DI6w's any thing 'to be true, upon F' 
theſe Entlinfiaſhtick grounds] "Die! muſt altow U 
things 
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things that a deceivers fancy, or intereſt ſhall ſuggeſt FF. 
to them, L 
And more particularly , 
x Hee- voucheth a voice from Heaven, for his ©**erarion 
extraordinary Performances, when yer hee ſhould wn, ; 
youch extraordinary performances to make good that G'*9trater 
voice from Heaven; the voice of God 91VES Not evi- _ 
dence to Miracles, becauſe the Devil inthe Air, or 
the Fancy in the Brain, may counterfeit ſuch a voice 
but Mifacles give, evidence to his voice ; How ſhall 
the people be afſmrea, ſaith Moſes, Exod. 4, 1,2, 3, 4» 5+ 
that thou O God, baſt appeared to me, take the Rod, and 
it ſhall turn to a Serpent, that they may beleeve, that the 
Lord God of their Fathers, hath appeared to thee, (aith 
the Lord, Its impoſſible for us to be ſatisfied of any 
appearance of God to this man, bidding him work 
Miracles; unleſs we had other Miracles to {atisfie us 
abont the appearance of God. 
2 Gods revealing himſelf to men by Bath Col, or 
the daughter of a Yoice , which was indeed the laſt 
way-that he was pleaſed to communicate his minde to 
his people, ſeems tobe now ſuperſeded by that of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 1. 18, 19. And this woice which 
came from Heaven, we heard when we were with him in 
the Holy Mount. 19, We have alſo a more Prey word of 
Propheſie, whereunto ye do well that ye take bred , as un- 
to light that ſhineth in a dark place , until the day dawn, 
and the day ftar ariſe in your hearts : and we are obliged 
by the voice of God, confirmed by uncontrolled Mi- 
racles, nottogive heed to any voice pretended, to 
give credit to new unneceſſary and doubrtul ones. 
3 The Voice of God concerning any extraordina- 
'ry Perſon, under the Old and New Teſtament, was 


not ſpoken only to the Perſon himſelf (as it is in this 
| C [-7. C8) 


16- Wonders no Miracles. © 

caſe) in private, but to ſeveral others in publick, 
as you may ſee, Exod, 4. Mat. 3. At. 1, 2 Pet, 1, 
and the Hiſtory of the Transfiguration : Theſe things as 
the Apoſt'es argue, werenort done in aCorner, 

The Voice of God was agreeable alwaics ro the 
dilperſations that were then a foot, .fo that when 
they heard the Voice, they had Propheſies, Pre. 
cepts, and Rules, directing them to the beleif and 
uſe of the voice, a particular defective ta this Caſe , 
where the diſpenſations of God amongſt us, are ſo far 
from concurring with this pretended Voice, that the- 
eſtabliſhed Religion is inconſiſtent with 1t;we having a 
compleat platform ot the will of God conveighed to 
us by Voices and Signs fromHeaven that rendereth ir 
needleſs, to have any more extraordinary revelations 
(til the great day of the Revelation of all things)unleſs we 
admit meniiruam & dinraam fidem, anew Faith every 
month and day z tor what 1s this Voice for, isitto 
confirm our faith? that isalready done,or we have been 
Infidels a)! this while, and indeed know not when we 
ſhall be complear Chriſtians , becauſe we know nor 
when theſe pretenders will have Cone; Is it rore- 
form the corruption that hath outrgromn Religion in the 
theory ana pradice of it ? Indeed the Prophets hnder 
the old Teſtament, had extraotdinary Voices. tothis 
purpoſe, but it was provided by the Law of ofes , 
in the time of the Theecratia, thar it ſhould be fo, and 
the Pedagezy ofy the Fews might look forit ;' barirs 
not fo under the Goſpel, whereby we are Confuted 
not to be ſoon ſhaken in minde, either by Spirit ; "or by 
Werd, or by Letter, or by Voice, is it ro beget Faith? 
Signs, ſaith the Apoſtle ( who had Signsto confirm 
whathe ſaid)are for unbelievers; is ir to ſupply any de- | 
fc& in natural cauſes * This precendsnot toir;thie or- 

| dinary 
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dinary way of Phylicians, beiog together with Phylo- 
ſophy the ground of it, at the heighth in theſe times 
and however God never wrought a Miracle for n3 
ther deſign, than to alter the courſe of nature, 

Is.1t to do good to ſome particular perſons « God 

never miraculouſly did good to any particular, but 
with reterenceto the common 2ood of mankinde;ſha!l 
we make providence fo cheap, as to put it upon ſuch 
mean Offices, as helping the Patient to another ſtool 
more than his PhyAck could work z to cure a 
poor body of a ſwelling, to ſave 20s. charge © [ts 
true, when God hath a great and ſuitable defign to 
be carried on by Miracles, he condeſc-ndeth ro ſhew 
thoſe Miracles, in ſuch charitable and good Offices 
as theſe, but not barely for them :; Chriſt confirmed 
Chriſtian Religion by Healing here and there a poor 
perſon; bat neither he, or any other extraordinary 
perſon, came to the world with fo low a deſign, as 
_ only ro ptrtorm thoſe Cures, 

Is it ro ſet out this perton for an eminent 1aſtance 
of Heroick virtue and holineſs © beſides that the man 
pretends not toſuch heroick attainments, his carriage 
being looſe and like a good Fellow , his Religion La- 

* titudinary, his diſcourſe unſavory, ſometimes break- 
ing out to Oaths ( as I have been [Informed by a ve- 
ry diſcerning and honeſt perſon at the Charter-Houſe , 
who heard him in much paſſion ſay , that though the 
poor people that urged him to touch them, irom the 
length of the journey they had taken to come to him , 
came from PFeru/alem, he would not, by bs Maker , 
meddle with them) often incoherent, taultring,and in« 
confiſtent ( an effe& of the weakneſs of his memo- 
rie) his converſe and dealing with Women, notort-. 


ous and ſcandalous ; his privadoes and familrars, ci 
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of no great repute for common honeſty z and though 
our Saviour converſed with Publicans to convert 
them, he was not gutded wholly by ſuch men, to ſer 
chem up in the world.z his falactes put- upon poor 
people, as to the places of his abode palpable , his 
negle& of ordinary Chriſtian duties intollerable , his 
account of himſelt very various, broken and ambigyu- 
OUs. 
_ 5 Beſides thar, the holy men inſpired of old time , 
approved themſelves ro the moſt knowing & diſcern- 
ing perſons in the world;yea,and addrefſedthemlelves 
upon any extraordinary occaſions for advicez whereas 
this'man began and ſet up among the Ignorant and 
Rude part of mankinde, the rſh, eaſily impoſed on; 
( when he ſhould by right have ſate among the Do- 


'&ors, as the greateſt worker of Miracles didgand have 


anſwered them about the ground of this pretenſion , 
and have asked them 9@ueſtrons ; ) not appearing a- 
mong wiſe men in publick, till his feats had prevail- 
ed with the more Ignorant in private :. How much 
more agreeable had it becn for him, upon the hear- 
ing of the pretended Voice, to-have repaired to ſome 
Reverend Divines and Phyſicians, than to chat with 


| his Wite and ſome twoor three old Women, and 


then ſet up; for it ſeems he told his Wife the Viſion, 
#nd when ſhe laughed at him, he trieth experiments 
upon her, and between- them behiinde the Curtain 
was begot this great faculty. 

6 Nay, and this voice was in his ſleep too(the ſea - 
ſon” of ſowing the Devils Tares ) and ſhould every 
Dreamerof Dreams, practice in the world accordi 
to his Viſions on his Bed , the whole world would 


require again, Chrifts miraculous power -of curing 


| Lunaricks, #nd thar-bur twice; notwithſtanding thar, 


© » the 


: Wonder no Miracles, | I9 


the dondts of men require the oftner promulgation of 
it - whereas all the real teſtimonies that ever God F 
gave, were givenas often as there was occaſion for [ 

i} 


chem, 

S/r, But the manreplyeth, that however wee are Th: mp. ſc 
at liberty to diſpute this extraordinary faculty of his, char more hin 
he was forced by an impulſe and motion over all his on: wig, W 
body to exercile it, lidered, {i 

Bur con(tdering how much 1mpulſe as they call it, [ 
is put out of countenance , and exploded, by reaſon v4 
of the horrid Villainies at all times, eſpeciully of late, ' Mi 
performed upon that ground - This pretence is worſe : F| 
than the other , there being nothing more deſperate | i 
than a man given over to his own Impulſes, and in- i 
ward Motions, without any regard of Religion, Rea- 1 
ſon, Laws, Rules, and Principles, And 15 

I, The jolly man doth not look as it hee were 
much troubled with 1mpulſes. 

2, Hecanbe no more fare of his 1mpulſes being 
from Qod , than he was of the Voice, and therefore 
thi (hould not be any. Motive to him, to hearken to 
chat: the Impulſe may bee a cheat as well as the 
Volce. 

3 Impulſes being the method of Satan, when hee 
reigned among the Children of difobedience : I mean 
the Heathens ; ſuch as the Sybe/s , the Corybants, the 
Bachides, the Zabii, &c. God allowed no Impulles 
for currant, under either the Old Teſtament, or 
New, but what were agreeable to, and made good 
by the eſtabliſhed Religion : If they ſpeak not accor- 
ding to this word, 1t is becauſe the truth is not in them. 

4. God looks upon it, as contrary to the nature of 
man to be ated by brute Impulles, and Inſtints,hav- 


ing hitherto led him to all his pertormances, by ara- 
SY tional. 
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tional diſcovery of the grounds, leading thereunto. 

5, But of the madneſs of being guided byImpulſes, 
you may ſee in Lawrenitnws de melanchdl, C, 4. Caſau- 
bone , and Dr, More, of Enthuſtaſme : Swanorols , 
7. 4. de agrit, cap, Hercules de Saxonia de mtlancholis : 
Burton's Melancholly, Mewr(ins in Apollonium: Anto- 


ni ponte ſanfia Cruz. preleiopes valleſelitane in Hyp- 


pocratem de morbo |acro, Ariit. Problems. Antonius, Ben 
nivennins de abditis, M. cauſis, @c 

Sir, But why ſhould we luſpet a man that makes 
no adyantage of his practiſe * % 

A. 1, Hetakes nothing in publick himſelf, but 
it hath coſt ſome good round ſummes of mony ro his 
followers , who ate obſerved, to be noted Projectors. 
Fohn Terril Gent, expending 100 1, to come -at him, 
Fames Bivion 4O 1. William Feltiplace 60. and others 
to the number of 500 that have .expended above 
7000], to follow this man, | 

2. He may have a greater deſign than mony, let 
him gain Reputation the firſt quarter , and he ſhall 
not tail of mony the next, 


3. He borroweth mony of his Patients though h 
takes none, 

4. Nay, what if it be proved that ſuch as he, have 
thoſe that maintain them, and hire-them Patients, 
Now the Story about his great Eſtate of 8081, 
a year , dwindling toa hundred , and he living at the 
rate of a thouſand a year , being certainly kept by a 
party , and the Patients hee produceth for his vou- 
chers, being poor Women and Children, that no bo- 
dy knows whence they come, nor whither they go - 
The E»z/;jb underſtand too well now, what the Prea- 


chers mean, that will take no Tythes , and the Phy- 
fician that will take no fees, | 


And 
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And the dulleft noſe may ſmell the matter , when 
hee heareth but this tradition of him, that being a 
Member of an Independant Church, he was Excom- 
municated thence, for pretending to this eife of Hea- 
ven, and thereupon his oift lefr him, until being 
abſolved, he was re-admitted at once to h's Church- 
Priviledge, and his Gifr, 

Sir, Why is hee followed, if he bee but an Im--His being to! 
poſtor , why do not the people cry ont againſt him , /94<4cxann- 
and the Magiſtrates reſtrain him 2 mh 

A. That the giddy multitude ſhould follow any 

ſtrange thing : that the Exel!ſb ſo notorious for their 
unſertledneſs , ſhould gaze after a novelty ar firſt - is 
no wonder, eſpecially in fuch 2 year of expeRation 
as this'1S: Bat they follow him not in any place ſo ea- 
petty at firſt, as they leave him diſcontentedly at 
aſt : He isnot ſo much cryed up in the places where 
he comes , as hee iscryed down ia the places where 
hee hath been : and hee removes from place co place, 
not fo much to Communicate his virtue, as to ſave 
himſelf, being not known two nights together in one 
Lodging : I, and whereas it might bee expected, that 
hee ſhould come with Certificates of recommenda- 
tion , hee comes loaded with reproaches from each 
place where he hath been, : 

And if the deluded fouls reply, as ſome very Blaſ- 
phemouſly do, that thar was our Saviours caſe (for 
no leſs a parallel will do. y 
© We Anſwer, that our Saviour being td alter old 
' Caſtomes, to croſs menslnſts, to overthrow their 
Laws and Government, to prejudice their carnal in- 
tereſt, to reprove and reform their vices and corrup- 
tions,” by the Religion to be confirmed by "his Mira- 


cles, was reproached indeed for the'Religion hee 
tanzht 
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caxeht, but all that ſaw him reverenced him for the 
Miracles he did, His Miracles being equally recorded 
and owned among Fews and Heathens, and amon 
Chriſtians; their afteAion and intereſt, as it is clear, 
carrying them to ſpeak the worſt of his perſon, when 
their hearts and conlciences thought beſt of the acti- 
ons done by him, as appears 1n dtvers places of Scri- 
pture. b: | 

But this man pretends to nothing that grieves or 
diſobligeth men, croſſeth no mans opinion, ſtands 
in no mans way, onely takes on him to help the 
miſerable and afflited, and to Co good, and yet is 
cried upon not certainly becauſe he doth ſuch inno- 
cent things, as cure a Tooth-ache, help the Eye. 
ſight, launce a Sore, which good* old women have 
practiſed theſe many years, without any clamor a- 
gainſt them, but becauſe he pretendeth theſe things 
and doth them not; and ſo puts an 7#jwry upon peo- 
ple, which they are moſt impatient of, called by 
them 4 Cheat. 

And to make it evident that this whole Afﬀair is 
but a Cheat, [li not inſtance in the 1000, that 
have been deluded by him in Ireland, the Weſt, in 
Warwick-ſhire, and other places, nor thoſe at White- 
hall, St. Famts, Lambeth , Weſtminſter, Fleetſtreet 
Bread-ſtreet, Cheapfide, Fofter-lane, that make horrid 
complaints of his undecent and intollerable hand- 
ling of all their parts; of his pinching, rubbing, cha- 
fing, and lancing their Sores, ,of his inflaming of their 
blood and humors, and rendring many of them by 
cutting them and other wayes, incurable: Not to 
tell you, that there is. not a man, woman or childe, 
that may be truſted, and are well known, that is the 
better for hjm,; that all that he 'doth, is bur by 


raiſing 
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raiſing, peoples Imagigations , eſpecially the weaker 
(ort, by rubbing and chating, to tcatter the humcr 
tor the preſent co the Patients little eaſe, till ir re- 
curneth with more violence after the chafing than 
eyer: I fay, not to inſtance in any thing bur whar 
I have ſeen, | 

This Mr, Greatrates was at one Capt. Creſſets in,,, 


\» Jar Cures 


Chartcr- houte-yard,the I ©,1 J,and I 2. on March, there he performed 
ſeveral people applying themſelves to him, ſome he & he CO: 


J0N4, ©, 


- would not cake notice of, notwithſtanding that ke 

bad ai. impulſe, and could not but heal and doe 
' good: Others he could not help, he ſaid, although 
he pretended his ſecond voice commiſhoned him to 
heal all D.ſeaſes: Others he direted to tome imper- 
tinent means, as to waſh their fore eyes in fair water, 
and it may be he ſaid, God might do them good. One 
thac was almoſt blinde, he directed to lome frivolous 
remedy, adding what every body ſaw, that God in 
time would make him blinde, Others that were 
deafiſh, he rubbed and chated, poking in their ears, 
leaving them after all that within three hours in the 
ſame condition he tound them. 

But one poor Fellows Cale there 1s, more emi- 
nent than any thac I have heard of, except the Gen- 
tewoman in Au/in-Fryers,and the Gentleman of Har- 
»owp of the Hill, P 

The poor man, 4 member of the Charter-houſe, be- A Fellow in 


; , the Charter. 
ing a little troubled with a ſore knee, and fo little,,,,, vr 


that he 4ci4 but juſt rake notice of it, muſt needs ad- Grearrares hag 


orcſs himſelt to him ; Re-pincheth and launceth che ws reyes 
- poor wan, the Sore gangrenes, the worthy Door ; 
Bevoir, Phyſician to that Houſe, and Mr. Ha#riſor 

the Chirurgeon, are ſent for to the fellow, who with- 


in a day after takes his bed: They gave him over al- 
| - moſt 
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moſt for dead, yet _ allmeans poſhble for his 
recovery , with the bleſling of God upon their en- 
deavours, and incredible care and pains, they ſtop the 
Gangrene, ſet the man paſt danger, though he be 
like to be long bed-rid. Greatrates heard of this, 
and comes to the man, and would have been tampe- 
ring with him, but the man would. not endure him, 
charging him with his blood, if he had died, and wiſh- 
ing him no more to delude the people, 

If he hath not the grace to make good bfe of this 
Inſtance, to undeceive himſelf, who as I told you,1 
hoped rather deluded than a detuder,and the world ; 
Certainly the Magiſtrate, who would not higder any 
man from doing any good he can pretend ro, will 
zake care that he do no more miſchief: And the 
people being now convinced, how eafily they may 
be deceived, will take care whom they follow, 

But as the Athieft, thinking our Saviour did all 
his Miracles by the power of mens Imaginations, ſay 
that Chriſt, fo ſome people ſay this man canner do 
any Miracles becauſe of mens unbelief, Ah that 
any Chriftian ſhould talk ſo, who muſt needs know, 
that the meaning of that paſſage about. Chriſt , is 
not that Chriſt could not wokk Miracles, becauſe 
men beiteve not, but that -he could not preyail with 

© himſelf to do what he could, and that it is not the 
» And our Sa- Rk. T2" 
viour wrought Want of Imaginationor Fancy which is indeed enough 
pra ears on £0 ſet up a Juggler, whereof the * Fewes had good 
wo pg. ſtore z bur of the grace of Faith, which was the 
Fig-rree, the condition of embracing, and benefiting by a Saviour, 
6:26, rhe w2" that rendre& them uncapable of his Miracles : And 
the Heavens, Can the man blame” men for want of Faith, when they: 
people ar di- ſee nothing that deſerveth ity or was he ſo weak as 
avs, £0 undertake Miracles, which yet he could not per- 


aDAYES, 
form, 
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form, uvleſs men believed he could do that which 
no man ever ſaw hee could? Ir is well the folly is 
grown {onotorious , that it hath no other plea than 
this, That he cannot cheat the people , if they will not 
truſt bim, | 

Bur his Jack-Puddings, I mean his Vouchers, 
- and Familiars ( who have been caught in fearful un. 
truths about him , and his acquaintance with Friars, 
hee ſpeaking one thing and they another; he ſaying 
hee had not heard from ſuch a man in eight years, 
and one of his followers ſhewing a Letter hee had 
from him in cight daies; hee ſhewing how hee had 
Cured one with a ſtroke, and one ot kis Comerades 
asking the man unawares, how his Pill, Gliſter, and 
Plaiſter wrought laſt night ; hee pretending to pray 
all day, and yer one of his Zanies ſaying, to take off 
from him the ſuſpition of a Phanatick, char hee was 
none of them that ſpent their time in Canting, Whi- 
ning, and Praying : ) I ſay, his Diſciples alledged 
for him, that the Apoſtles could not work ſome 
Miracles that they attempred , To which we An- 
ſwer, That poſſibly they could not , where they had 
no Commiſſion, as they had not but in ſome caſes 
before our Saviours Reſurrection; and if for that 
reaſon he can cure no Diſcaſe, let him ſay ſoz or pol- 
fibly they might by unbeliet, whereof they were tov 
frail in Chriſts life time, provoke God to ſuſpect the 
virtue which they really had; ſhall a pretender thence 
argue for want of that power which hee never had? 
tet him ſhew us that he can do any thing that the A- 
poſtles did, and wee will bear with him , it hee fails 
only in what they failed in ; however this i certain, 
we believe Chriſt and the Apoſtles could do more 


Miracles, than in ſome caſes they would; wee ſee 
D 2 jugglers 
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jugglers would do in all caſes, more Miracles than 
tl.ey could, 
Ofthe temper $fr, Now you may expect I ſhould adde a line 
of the bedy,and touching his Craſis or Temperature; ſome giving our 
ww that Dr. MH oe thould lay of him, | Thac he faiv no- 
ticir Craſs or Thing in him Diabolical', little Divine, ail Humane, 
Conplexion,can and that he might do ſome feats, by virtue of his 
iy (png gt (raſis or Complexion. Wh 
Mo-es opiniom  Bul the man hath done nothing worthy ſuch an in- 
corceming  quiry, and we thould be-as ridiculous as he , ſhould 
Ki we diſcourſe the grottif&of that mans actions , that 
can do nothing; only as to that ſurmiſe of jd\io:vy ugge 
oic, as Paracelſus calleth it , or wwexoie, 2.0.4 juſt and 
equal temperament and complexion',':that may ena. 
ble men to work Wonders, beſides that 1t 1s the 
Vid. Mcdins, Old Atheiſts obſolete cavil againſt Chriſts Miracles 
2.c.7.tol 66. that he did that by the extraordinarily exact com- 
Pu2 barys./mg plexioa of his humane nature, whictiall that ſaw, con- 
canteniem. teſled done by the power of tle Divine; either this 
am dere , Complexion 1s the complextonof all men,, and then 
3.e Faſcin.c,s, EVELY man conld'do feats, as every Herb of a kinde 
] will cure; or of ſome, and then I wonder we have nor 
yet bcen tc1d, either by Ged or Mey, - whar are thoſe 
F1Ciyidual. qualifications that: conftirute "this: com- 
plex:0n; and if there be ſome ſecret” healing Virtues 
in Men, as well as tn Plants, Stones, 'and Herbs, as 
the factors of this Opinton alledge out of * Pompona- 
tizs and others, how can they heal all Diſeaſes any 
more than theſe, how comes the one to be areal pa- 
naceaand catholicon, 'when'they:tagnot be fo; how * 
a virtue in man-to cure all Diſeaſes; that is not in any 
Herb; if tt curethe Drophe, how doth ic relieve the 
Feavour ; what natural virtue /15 that , that may be 
applied to the infinite-contrarieties that are in the na- 
WE. Us rure 
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ture of man ? if becauſe other creatures have, man 
ſhould have a healing quality ; then certainly as their 
quality is limited to certain Diſeaſes, one thing good 
tor one Dilcaſe, and another for another , ſo ſhould 
mans * too. 
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* Beſides if fo, 


whar necd the 


pirehing, i 0- 


. . Doeth not ſay ſome, the Torpeds ſtiffen a mang ©" w0d cor. 


hand by a bare touch ? doth not the Hiena ſtrike 
Dogs dumb with the ſhaddowv : doth not the Ser- 
pent die with the (troke of an Oaken leaf {do not the 
{triags of the Wolves guts, make thoſe of the Lambs 
flie to peeces with a touch 4 AMlexanders caſting a 
{weer perfume, anc the Fews a ſtink rouns about 
them ? - the Carc!ls bleeding at the touch of the 
murderer? the Cures by ſympathy 2 and why may 
not a Man then do Feats by bare Stroaking and 
Touch ? 

As much as 1s true of. theſe and many more li; 
Inſtances of this Nature , may bee referred to that 
Sympathy and Antipathy , that'.may bee between 
theſe rhings that thus ſtrangely rouch one another, 
which cannot be imagined between any manand all 
men inthe world z and Alexanders Aromatick (mell 
is but a peece of flattery on the one hand ( as Car- 
dans imagination to thac purpoſe of hitaſelt, was but 
"a fancy ) as the Fews ſtink is but the invention of 
malice on the other. 

True as others argue, fome creatures can do miſ- 
| Chief wich a Breath or Touch , but that they caf 
' therefore Heal ,. doth not follow, it-being ealie to 
do miſchief , but notſo eaſily to cure itz and malum 
eſt ex quolibet defefFu, when bonum Is only ex Integra 
cans. (15 TIES 

And as true as they urge , that imagination; may 


do much ppon people , that fancy great matters of 4 
| D'3 man, 


L.Np. 
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man, it may gather up a mans fear, Ccefire, hope, 
and other affections , with the ſpurt and blood that 
may be moved by them, and remove or ſcatter an 
hnmour for the preſent, as many have known by ex- 
riencez yea, and by chance being very ſtrong, core a 
light ſore, but uſually the humours retarn more vio- 
lently after they have been diſturbed, and ſettle in- 
*% 4nan..4, de curably; as an * excellent Author , in a book writ. 
zat. demon. tento that purpoſe, hath by many examples made 
me oprdeng—; evident; and ſoit happeneth in moſt of this mans 
pol © Cures. , 

Sir, Had «ApoBonius the Heathen been among us, 
to make his Dog lick all Diſeaſes to a curing, him- 
ſelt curing the Dog at laſt , which was done by com- 
pat with the Devil, appearing under the ſhape of 
that Dog, wee could have judged it Witckcratft : 
had the ſame Heathen here, as in the Temple of £/- 
culapizs, Cured a man of the Dropſie, by preſcti- 
bing him Temperance , we had thoughr'ita peece of 
good morality;had the ſame man for theHeathens(in 
whom the Devil prevailed ſo much , - before Chriſt 
caſt him out of their Temples, Oracles, Perſons, and 
Hearts, by greater Wonders than hee could pretend 
to) out-went in juggles , wonders, enchantments 
any of our Modern pretenders, freed ns from the 
Plague, as he did the Epheſians, by making them all 
meet in a Theatre, tro ſtone an old Beggar , which 
he called the Plague, and wiſer men know a Devil, 
the very Devil that brought, carrying away that 
Peſtilence, God permitting him then to exerciſe his 


wer, as Prince of the Air, to that purpoſe, wee 
ad concluded it Magick, 

_ 'Did hee among us raiſe people when dead , wee 

ſhould diſcern, that they were onely ina Trafice , 

: | ; and 
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and that the pretended Reſurreion had been but a 


contrivance, 


Had a Mahumetan given men ſtools and yomits by 
ſtroaking them, as the man of Smyrna did, wee 
would have ſearched his Pockets , and have found 


the Doſes there, 


Had CAMlvarez the Spanyard endeavoured among 
us, to cure men with Apoteleſmes or Figures,agreea- 


ble to the aſpet of Heaven at our Birth, wee had 
laughed at him for an Almanack- maker, 


. Had Paracelſs applyed the ſecret vertues of things 
ſecretly to Patients, wee had commended his Phy. 
loſophy z onely for his pretence to heal by a rub, 


wee had queſtioned his honeſty, 
Had Forſreca kept the Bird Gagalwe in his Chamber 
here, and prentended to cure the Jaundice with the 


mance, when wiſer men might diſcern his applying 
of natural cauſes together, though pretending a ſu- 
pernatural cure. | 

If Lindan would defire onely a drop of a wounded 
mans blood, after hee had ſtroked him, and ſo cure 
him, we have learned now, that the ſtroke is buta 
formality to amuſe people,and that the blood by ſym- 
pathy doth rhe cure. 


If Cerden pretends to diſſolve all Tumors with a 


touch, and by a legerdemain dazelling the eyes, con- 
yeyes oyntment &c. tO the tumours inſenſibly wee 
would call ita juggle, and not a cure, - 
In a word, ſhould a man have familiarity and 
make compa with Satan, and ſhould the Lord per- 
iit Satan to work ſome ſtrange thipgs , not th. t Sa- 
tan can do any thing above nacure z but that hee may 


do.many things that ſeem. to us above nature,becauſe 
| above 


Which cures 
the Jaundice ar 


ſtroke , the ſimple would have admired his pertor- fgh. 


( 
| 
| 
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above our underſtanding , 1t might "exerciſeand try 
our Faith ; It a man had ſome ſecret $kill in heavenly 
influences, upon mens bodies, and could counterfeit 
that with a ſtroke of his hand , which 1s really done 
by the influence of a Star, he might exerciſe our 
Phyloſophy : Had a man «kill 1n the ſecret vertues of 
things, and cou'd ſecretly co cures by applying theſe 
vertues inſenſibly, while ee doth nothing bur touch 
men ſeemingly : It would bee ſome ſatisfaction to 
our cuttofity ; did a man underſtand ſome Critical 
times, and take them to pertorm his teats; wee 
might diſcern ſome reaſon 1n it, 

It the Salutators of Spain, or the Sons of the Paſs- 
over in Holland , would bid men here, as they co 
there , drink wine _y , and bee healed, lye with 

 ſucha mans Wite, and bee healchtul, eat the bread 
that they chew, and recover, go 1nto the fire, 'and 
4 Viound bee cured of a Feaver, touch the ſeventh male-childe 
"x my of a man that had no temale between, and be well of 
| the Droplie : It would bee worth the whilez;:to con- 
fider what they do; Bat for a man to pinch, lance,and 
rub people, and after all ehis ſtirre, not to be able 
to ſhew, one knowing or {ober perſon, ( Women 
and Children being not capable of underſtanding how 
-they arecured, and hee deals moſt in ſuch ) or one 
credible perſon, many of thoſe that are under his be- 
ing capable of being tampered with, and corrupted, 
ro own that to be done by his touch , which may be 
done by Phy tick privately given, and other means. 
' Andtherets no other Reaſon to be aſſigned for his 
ſtroaking one day , and the peoples being cured ma- 
ny daies after, when Miracles may bee done in an i 
ſtant (nothing reſpecting Infinite power, ) bur this, 
that hee may a&t the Miracle-monger upon a man one 


day 
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da , and practice Chyrurgery upon him afterward, 
till hee comes and voucheth, that hee hath been cu. 
red by the Stroaker. 

- Or one wear , that a man may ſer, we being uf ually 
remitted for proof of his power, to inſtances of 100, 
or 200 miles diſtance ; the Zondover being ſent to be 
farisfied in Dublin, and the men of Dub/is being ſent 
to Londen, orboth to Cornwall, 

Or one perfedly cured; rubbing , chafing, and 
ſtroaking ſome ſores, with the Patients ſtrong Ima- 
gination , working ſome light alteration of the hu- 
mour,vut not a curezdriving it from place toplace,buc 
not removing tr, 

Or one cured by ſtroaking onely, and not by ſome 
accident, happening about the ſtroaking time; A man 
is Sea-fick going over to England, and is ſtroaked, 
his Sea-ſicknels eaſeth him of the matter of his Diſ- 
eaſe, the ſtroak hath thereputation of it; A manis 
troubled with the head-ache , 1s ſtroaked, and fleep- 
ing well that night, findes eaſe, and cryech- up the 


Miracle. 
Accidents may perform many of” his ſlight cures, 


and yet h& have the credit of it. 
When'l ſay , an obſcure man in Jooſe and trouble- 


what hee can produce no warratitable ground to at- 
rempr," nor dny-confiderable power to perform, whiar 
is it btitan evidence of the juſt judgement of God up- 
on us,to make us now as ridiculous by our credulity to 
theſe {imple pretenſions, as we have been octous by 
athers'more dangerous and mote ſab:le : to keep up 
the French ſurcaſme , that we are 4 'B alam ſtill, and 


not 4 Kin#dome + and to juſtifie wiſe nens fears, thar 
=. wee 


- | = 


The danger of 
£2" get running afrer 
ſome times, of a {u{pitions education and courſe of ſuch Pretenders 


lite, ſhall undertake in the face of three Nations, © Great- 


T* Wonders no Miradles: 
| wee ſhall bee ſo toſſed to and fro, and fo diſtrated 
' by the various pretenſions of deceivers, in Church 
and State, that every Juggler may impoſe on us, and 
every Mountebanck pur his tricks npon us: An intol- 
Jerable reproach to ſo wiſe, and underſtanding a Na- 
tion as the Engliſh were reputed in former Ages ? 
Wh har is it to ſee a plain fellow draw after him,ſome 
Noble-men, many Courtiers, a few Clergy-men , 
ſeveral Magiſtrates, all ſorts of Citizens , People of 
all ages, (ſexes, and conditions, in ſpight of the ul re- 
port of him, where-ever he hath been, the great miſ- 
chief they ſee him do, and the little good they either 
ſee or hear , but to warn us of the juſt Judgements 
wee may ſtill fear upon us, in that God (as his man- 
ner is with people devoted to ruine) ſeems to make 
the firſt ſtroake at our heads and underſtanding, 
Whar is it for a man to take on him to work Mira- 
= — cles in the Name of God, when, yet hee doth but play 
cure hath, and the Chyrurgion, chafing and cutting peoples ſores , 
may do more without any word or thought of God, diſcourſ- 
cles prerend to, Ng With ſtanders by in the mean time, about the pi- 
| Qures ththeroom , or the like ſubjet; Whence a 
poor fellow I ſpake with , faid ; that his heart miſeave 
bim , hee could do no good , becauſe hee ſpake not 
a ſerious word, all the while hee was launcing him, got 
once mentioning or thinking of the Godby whoſe power 
hee pretends to heal, But to teach how eafie 2a mat- 
ter It is for one to obtrude what Datrines and Pra- 
ices they pleaſe upon the inconſiderate and yndil- 
cerning part of man-kinde, in the Name of God , 
efpecially, when ungrounded in the true waies of 
that God, andithe ſober principles of his Religion , 
2nd an ' argutyent when men have quitted- ſolid 
Principles , how eafily they are enſnared with Oye 


appear- 
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appearances, having no rules to judge of thole ap- 
pearancesz for a man to pretend a Voyce from 
Heaven in a Nation that hath the whole will of God 
as far as it concerns them, publiſhed amongſt them 
ia the compleat Canon of the Scripture, and being 
taught of God not to gaze up to Heaven for voyces 
thence, the will of God eine nigh them, tn thelr months 
and in their hearts, and for people to follow him, what 
iS it but to declare, Thar after Chriſtianity hath been 
amongſt ns 1500 years, and the cleareſt and moſt 
powerfull pablications of it for theſe laſt -y 5o years, 
of any in the world, to our ſhame we are yet un- 
ſetled and wavering, like a wave of the Sea upon 
every blaſt of winde, What is it but a talfilling on 
us of Gods fore Judgement mentioned, 1 Tim. 4.1. 
that becauſe men of itching ears, and curious mindes 
turned from the T7atb, they ſhould be given ts Fables, 
and to give heed to Dottrines of Devils, 

W har can it be, but 'a tryal how far we are fit- 
ted for Enthuſtaſmes, and all the Deluſions of the 
latrer dayesz Enthuſiaſm: preparing people for all 
the bad Impreſſions that can be made upon men, by 
Men or Devils; that being indeed his Throne when 
he played Rex among the Heathens, and may do a- 
mong any upon whom he hath a deſign to reduce 
them to Heatheniſme, 

What may it be but an Eſſay , what Amulets, 
Charms, Croſſes, holy Waters , Periapts , Cha- 
racers, and other Rewiſh feats, might doe, if they 
were ſet up again at Wolverhampton, St. Famer, 
&c. and in the name of St, Hegh, cure Feavers, of 
Sr. Foyce cured Dropſies, of St. Denns the Pox, 
as they have a Saint for every Diſeaſe g and whe- 


ther aS Wiliams writ to Holden, The Engliſh _—_ 
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be wot in 4 fit temper to be wrought upon 4 this time, 
'Whar is it but the prezlude-to the laſt Effort of 
Diabotical Illuſions ( coming to try all thoſe. that: 
dwell upon the face of the earth) in Judaiſme, Ma- 
hometaniſme, Heatheniſme, Enthuſtaſme, and what 
iS a mixture of all theſe Papiſm z to ſee whether wee 
are throughly taken off 'ftrom the: Wiledome and. 
Power of ſober Religion, and ſufficiently prepared 
by. Scepticiſm, Itching after novelty , wearineſs of 
ſound Doctrine, unpeaceableneſs and diſcontent of 
| Spirit > unwarrantable curioſities in Philoſophy and 
Religion , illufions and appearances in Opiniens and 
Pr:Riſes, wilde and diſtraRted notions and Enthuſ1- 
aſms, unmortified and unbounded Luſts, Atheiſm 
and Prophanenefs, canting, toning, and wording Re- 
ligion into noiſe, forms, and geſtuges, breaking the 
Community of Church and Srate into Parties and 
Fa&tions; the ignorance and noiſe of common Teach- 
ers, that underſtand not theggrounds of the Religion 
they Preach (and may be impoſed on in the Scrip- 
\ ture-, whoſe Original they underſtand not) that 
wreſt Scripture to what it_ never meant , and make 
quid libet ex- quo libet , that fet up a parcel of formal 
words, as Faith, Spirit, Gifts, Edification, Ont-g0- 
ings, In dwelings, &c.: inſtead of real and:ſolid * Re- 
l'gion: The 1mplicite Faith got up; among Prote- 
ſtants, as well as Papiſts, to follow ſome Men 
aro M; throvgh thick and thin, | having their Faith wholly 


tent Book, cal. WIth reſpect of perſons'; the looſeneſs of Profeſſors 
fcd the Pulgrim, 4 : e's 

and | fear Men will not bee more than ordinarily careful,in opening the genuine meaning of 
ſuch fundamental words m Religion, as Faith, Spit, &c. now ſo much wreſted and a 
bulcd, by the 1gnorance and mereſt of Modern Preachers and Hearers, the whole is like 
to run into Gibberiſh and Enthuſiaſm, as by thz miſtake of the fundamental words; Rcli- 
£0 of o1d was rurned into Mythology and Genilifin, vid, voſ. de __ 


* Whoſe right 
and genuinc 
Notions are 


*; 


( 
\ 
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ſo inconliſtent with Chriſtian purity ; the peoples at- 
tending Propheſies, and dnpotiiag em! ” nkeg 
rather than learning and practiſing their plain duty ; 
their gncontentedneſs wich their preſent condition , 
Iſay, whats this practiſe, but an Eſſay made to 
try how far we are prepared by theſe foreſaid parti- 
culars , for the univerſal Apoſtacy, fo much feared in 
the latter dates * | 
To ay no more, it becauſe the Man is but only 
bold enough to pretend Strange Cures ,. hee is fo 
much followed by che undiſcerning multitude; what 
if he could really perform them, as the Devil., now 
we are {o willing, 1s ready and able enough, if God 
ſhould permic him and lengthen his Chain, to work 
any of theſe Cures perfectly by this mans ſtroaking £ 
what if he could cure every body he toucheth 2 as he 
might,it Satan, finding him ſo willing would aſſiſt him? 
how would all the Nations r#2 Wondering after him ? 
Sir, Since hee pertormeth not, as you ſee. the 
Cures hee pretends to, andit he did, it might be 
fo-many waies. ( as I have hinted to you ) privately 
uſed, though the Stroaking be all that is ſeen, thar 
we.need not put Gol upon making his Miracles ſo 
cheap,. asato perform the part of a Chirargion and 
Quack, without any further delign,. fix we with all 
ſober people:upon this reſolution, _ 


\ x Thattrue Miracles, or the altering of the coarſe, x1. p.,; 


of nature by God, who alone can do it, are the great- may do trange 
thin gs,and 


what we would 
think were a- 
bove'nature 
but nothigg re» 
ally tv. 


eſt Teſtimonies, that God uſeth to evidence his pre- 
ſence ( otheriwiſe inviſible ) with any Doctrine or 
perſon, ſent by him to the world, - _ L 
2 This if God ſhould affiſt a man to work Mira- 
cles, that hath no Divine truth to, confirm , nor a- 
ny ſuitable Deſign to carry.on by them, as this man 
” 4 hath 
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hath not, but poſſibly may be in an error, as this man 
may be,men could not be fure when Miracles confirm 
truth and when they do not, for by ;this it ſhould 
ſcem they might go along with truth in one man and 
with error in another, and ſo men ſhonld ſee the great- 
eſt aſſurances they have of Gods being with any 
Dodrine atrending the looſer and the ſtricter Op1- 
nions of men, the indifferency of the Latitude-man , 
and the heat of the Zealot, and ſo men that had a 
certain way of interconrſe with God, and diſcernin 
of his voice by the Miracle, that ſo folemaly attend 6 
his voice, will looſe it, if Miracles be ' 
ſorts of men, upon every petty an 
ON, 
' 3 Goddoth not work ſuch a Miracle as this is , 
that isproduce aneffe& without any ſecond cauſes , 
bur for ſome very confiderable defign ; for other- 
wiſe, as a learned man obſcrveth , when God works 
Miracles, they would not bee taken notice of, nor 
thought to bee an alteration of the courſe of nature , 
but only ſome rare contingencies , that lye hid in the 
order of cauſes, but only break out at ſome times. 

4 That ifa Simoz Magus, and Apolionins , a Bar- 
chochebas, David el David, or any other pretender , 
ſhould hereatter preſume tro work Miracles am 
us, upon the Impunity of this undertaker, we may 
judge of him by theſe rules, and criterions, where- 

r——_ jug be diſcerned from falſe. F 

: x * Though Jugglers may do much to work upon 
"Hine, mens mindes in 4 - cnjxlyary and Magicians Ay , 
cles frow falſe, when permitted by the Nivine providedcein reality; 
yer there 15 ſuch an evidence attending Divine Mi- 
racles, as after much jealoufie and}ſuſpition may con- 
vince men that they are of Godz «Aeſes his Miracles, 


after 


ha, 


rought by ail 
trivial occaſi- 
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after; euch conteſt with the Magicians of #22: 
being owned as the effects of the nger of 5 yt 
Chriſts as things that evidence him the ſon of God ; 
whereas there 1s nothing above the art ot man , and 
the power of Nature inany Miracle , ſince thoſe of 
Chriſt and his Primitive followers, , = 
. 2 Divine Miracles are done without means, forms, 
Rites, Ceremonies, Cuttings, Lancings,Plaiſters, Fc. 
. Seme via vicarminum, ſine herbarum aut graminum ſuc- 
&, ſoue ulla aliqua otſervatiove ſullicud, Sacrorum, 
Libaminum , temporum — —— Sine ullis adminicyls re- 
rum, fine witus ritus obſervatione vel lege now Inquiro 
non exigo ( (aith Arnobis, whoſe rule thisis) us 
Deng, aut quo tempore, cul futrit auxiliatus, aut ques 
frattum. reitityerit ſanitati, illud ſolum. audire deſ6- 
dero, an ſont ullius adjunitione materia, i. e. Medi- 
caminis alicujus ad taltum morbos juſſerit 4b hominibus 
evolare : which words amaunt in briefro this; that 
Cure is Divine, that is done withont obſerva- 
tions , preſcriptions, anJ applications z other- 
wiſe, Cures performed by means { ſaith hee ) 
are beneficta rerum , neu Ccurantinm poteftates , 
to heal men by Preſcriptions, Applications, and or- 
dinary Operations, arguing no extraordinary power 
- at all in the Preſcriber or Operator z but an ordinary 
vertue in the Preſcription or Operation : And it's ob- 
ſerved as an Argument of Chriſts divine power, that 
he pratiſed not on ſleight Sores, but on the moſt 
acute, chronical, and malignant dilcaſes: Some learned 
Phyſicians affirming thoſe Diſeaſes our Saviour cured, 
incurable by the ordinary way of Phyfick and'Chy- 
rurgery, andal} this with a word, a touch of himſelt, 
or garment , 2 thought, or ſuch means myſtically 


choſen, as naturgly would rather (as the Clay and 
Spittle 
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Spittle to-opeti blind mens eyes)/improve the Bileaſe 
than heal it, © 


w— ener Miracles Fr —_ >, mire. < 
thing- being able to oppoſe,” and conlequently ro de- 
hy Se Tongs os 0d,” Thoſe that weonghtMi- 
racles formerly did ſome of 'them indeed in 7/me, and 
by degrees, to 'comply with the weakneſs of men, 
(I mean ſuchias-lboked upon them, that they might 
diſcern the manner of working as well as the; work 
it felf } bac they-did wo inſtantly, to evidence the 
power of God, ' T DE Pnagy 
4. * True Miracles were moſt commonly done un- 
der the open Ayre, in Fields and publick places, be- 
fore both - thoſe - that favoured the cebon, crhat 
wrought-the*Miracles, and rhoſe that oppoſetf him ; 
in ſach a manner as there ſhould be no faſpicion of 
any private dealing or compa ; uſually the people 
that moſt ſuſpeed the perſon, bringing him pa- 
nents, and thoſe patients afterwards ſo far from tol- 
lowing the" Heale# as his Confzxderates, that we hear 
no more'of meſt of Chriſts followers, but that they 
bleſſed God for their Cure, and went to their reſpe- 
ctive homes. TEST fe ft 2th C7 
'F, * We read of none'that wrought Miracles in 
Scripture, but that they could- and did confer that 
Gift upon others, and pitched not upon rich ,' bur 
poor, not upon knowing - but ſimple perſons, not at 
all verſed 'in matters of Art: or fubtlety, that they - 
ſhould-work Minteles likewiſe fine fucts&r adwmiihipnlis, 
without hy fraud or aſſiſtance; - 7 0 
6. * Neither were the Miraculous Cures onely 
lictle Eaſes for. the preſent, bur perfe& and cowpleat 
Cures! and "that"not:of he bt :tvyo' of 566 thiat are 
ronched, bur ot all,” Divine Fhwermever failing; H0- 
S238: thing 


x 
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thisg being impoſſible with God. 

7. Divine Miracles bcing the Seals of Divine 
Truth, and the only way that poor men that can- 
not ſee God, and yer mult hear trom him, or periſh, 
have to know whether God ſpeaketh to ti:em really 
or not, muſt be wrought onely by an infallible per- 
ſon, otherwiſe poor mortals may as well be in{e&ted 
in their mindes by the Errors of thoſe that touch 
them, as they arc cured in their bodies by their 
powets. 

8, There are Prophecies,and other divine Diſpen- 
ſations, that make way for divine Miracles, and the 


Fewes had not been under ſo great a fin, for not em- 
bracing Chriſt for his Miracles, had not the Prophe- | 


cies that went before of him, the nature of the Mo- 
ſatical diſpenſation to be removed by him, the condi- 
tion of Mankind expecting to be improved by him, 
| made it necetlary for them to look for ſuch a Thas- 
matwreh, as he was before he came, and to believe 
in him, when. they ſaw by his works that he was 
come, Whereas now the ſtate of things being fully 
compleated, and wee being not to have any Reve- 
lations from God untill the laſt day, nay being bid 
by that laſt and perte& will of God, confirmed by 
Miracles, to look for Impoſtures and Lying Won- 
ders , to try our Faith ( whether we will negleR 
the Miracles wrought already to gape after new ones) 
bur no more true Miracles than thoſe wrought by 
Chriſt and- hjs primitive followers, to confirm it ; 
We need not trouble our ſelves ſo much to finde out 
whether a man that pretends Miracles doth work 
them-or no, . as conclude fuch a ſ{uddain, ungrounded, 
and unw-zraritable pretence irs (elf, as agataſt che 
preſent Rare of things in on Tg CEN 
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4 * Wonders.no Manacless \ 
he that leoketh for Prodvgres,, trne Reltgion betng 
ſertled in the World by uncontrouled Miracles, 1s 
ſaith St. Auzulinea Prodigy himielf. 

» Mindesin. 9. * Divine Miracles make divine Impreſſions 
deed are gratia upon the mindes of thoſe that believe rhem:: There 


Fratis dataybut yyy2s no Miracle whereof we have any undoubred re- 
bs $5 bue Cor ( excepting the * Tear way, or Lying Won- 
ſuch as were at ders of Antichriſt, that come-to bring men {5 ang- 
rhe time of Thy T1 &A\unizs to the. deceivablencls of untrighteoul- 
them under the neſs) but were wrought to render men more holy, 
pawer ofgratiary work in men clearer apprehenfions of God, to 
gram f41ens; verthrow the power of Satan, that hid himſelf a-. 
end ſhould mongft Jugglers and Wonder-mongets, ſome thou- 


God ſhew him- : : P 2 
Caf by a wice (20S of years in the time of mens ignorance; to 


ked mans hand improve humane Nature, and thoſe Wonders that 
who d:ny:t2 h1ye no Other effe&t upon men than to make them 
oo = talk, admire, gaze, and diſpute, and pretend no- 
og. 54 » The, 2. - thing more- chan the faving the lictle charge of Phy- 
|, is opw/cxlis (jcian and Chyrurgeon, are certainly as Jow *in the 
power that works them , as in the deſign that is 
aiined at by them: And it being a matter of roo 
much curiofity tor common heads to inquire into 
the nature of a Miracle in it ſelf, and: to: know ex- 
atly when Nature bath gone in a'thing as. far as it 
can; and when a ſupernatural Cauſe raiſeth .it to 
what it felt cannot doe; Ir's'the ſateſt and the onely 
certain way left men in this caſe, not to pore on the 
thing done, but-to look to- the: Agent, 'bis deſign, 
his- pretence, and fee whether the man be hkely to 
do ſo much good in the World, as that God ſhould 
vear witneſs ro his Perſon and Proceedings. 

. Andindeed itis a great-help to diſcern things of 
this Natare, to underſtand the condition' of the peo- 
ple , that eithex practiſe or promote them! and as 


much 
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© mncttas vou ſte of Gods gooinels impreſſed on their 
fouls, fo much. of his power , you may belicve, go- * /*4:: miyl e 
ing along with their ations , if they favour ot no".* 1G 
more than 074tnary men , in the one, yee may be {ure thu Cit 
SCN 110 135;718 


they are no more than ordizary mea inthe other, And ** | 
if there bee any extraorCinary evil principle of jool- wn I 
neſs to bee diſcerned in their lives , there may bce i» Nc: - 
fuſpeRed as extraordinaty an evil principle of jugling : 2 0 
1n their practices z If the vouchers of this prattite a- or ware cat 
mong us, bee people ot no crecit , and people that *3%: © 
have writ tor , and maintained the worſt praQtiles,and 
cheats, that were amongſt us, theſe twenty years : 
I need ſay no more, than that inanage, wherein from 
the raſh believing of every thing wee are come ſeriouſly to 
believe nothing ; Epicharmnus his old Rule, will not bee 
unſcaſonable, wiz, Miwvico wnicein, | 

With which in compliance with the time of night, 
and the importunity of your Meflenger , I will con- 
clude, when I have told you, that there are in Spaty; 
you know ſome Souldiers, of this Gentlemans pro- 
tefſfion , called Salutators, who pretend to heal all 
ſores with a touch,the application of whiteLinnen,and 
this form of Per Chriſtuam & cum Chriſto: Et in Chriſto 
eſt tib1 Deo patri omnipotenti, in unitate Spiritus ſanitt 
omnts honor, & gloria per omniaſecula ſeculorum oremns, ' 
ſalutaribus pr eceptis moniti , & divina inſtitutione fir- | 
mati audemus dicere, Pater noſter qut es in Cells , Fc. 
Amen. Ieſus potentia patris, ſapientia fills, virtus ſpt- 
ritus ſaniti ſanet hoc vulnus ab omni malo, Amen, leſus 
Domine mi leſu Chriſte, creds quod note Fovis Sante 
inceva, poſt quam lavaitipedes tuorum ſanttorum aiſct- | 
pu'orum ; accepiſti panem ſanttiffimis manibus ſuis , & 
benedixiſli & fregifti, & dediffti tans ſanttis aiſcipulis, 
dicens accipite & comedite , hoc enim et corpus meum , | 

| E 2 ſamiliter | 
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ſimiliter accepiſti calicem in ſanUiſitmas munus, & gr a- 

tias egifti, & tradidifli ills dicens z, accepite & bibite, 

quia his eft mens ſanguis nove teſtaments , qui pro mults 
effundetur in remiſſunem peccaterum hoc quotieſcunque 
fecerts , facite in meam commorartonem, obſecro te domi- 

xe mileſu Chriſte ut per hac ſanttiſſima verba, & per | 
virtutem illoram , & per meritam ſan@iſſime paſſions 

tne, ſanettur hoc wvulnws, & malum iſtud, CA wen 1t- 

ſus, in nomine Patrss &@ Filid, & Spiritus Sautti, A- 

men leſus. 

And thele people thongh at firſt allowed, becauſe 

The rzafon One Or two of the firſt of them ſeemed to bee ſerious 

why che Salu- men, and men of Eſtates, and becauſe they preten- 

re:ers 01 5/2" ded the publick good , and took no mony , are now 

firain:d and ſeverely prohibited. 

—_— 1, Becauſe they are a lewd people, unlikely to have 
that Commerce with God they pretend to, 

2. Becavſe they are but looſe,and unſcttled in Re- 
ligion, and would render others fo, 

3. Becauſe they made the people tempt God to do 
that by an extraordinary way of Miracles , which he 
had appointed to bee done in the ordinary way of 
means and Phylick, 

4- Becauſe they had ſeduced people to the neg- 
lect of the ordinary means of their preſervation, to 
the danger of many peoples lives. 

5. Becauſe they brought the Curſe of God upon 
poor people, many having confeſſed, that they pe- 
riſhed under the juſt hand of God, for having any - 
thing to do with theſe Salutators. 

6, Becauſe they were abetted by deſperate menof 
dangerous principles and praiſes, 

7. Becauſe theytook the Name of God in yain ,. 
and abuſed his Word to ſuperſtitious purpoſes. 


8, Be. 


Wonders no Miratles. 42 
8. Becauſe they performed no real, or laſting 
cures, | 
9, Becauſe they diſtracted the peoples thoughts 
and prepared them for. Diabolical illuſfion and Ma {4 #4%eri 
. traf?, de mor- 
Bick. | tiſſimis, 
10, Becauſe many of them could do nothing till 
they had well drunk (a pottle of Sack, being required 
toa Miracle,when they pretended that they were In- 
ſpired ) and had with them a madde Dogge, 
11. Becauſe they gave occaſion to ſtrange diſcour- - 
ſes about the Miracles of Chriſt and his followers,and 
ſo overthrew the great ground of Faith, 
' 12, Becauſe they perſwaded people to do them- 
ſelves miſchief , that they might do cures, 
I}. Becauſe there were ſeveral inſtances brought 


 1Nof their confederactes, impoſtures, and juggles, 
In fine , becauſe they dtd a world of miſchicf, and ' 


bur little good. 

Becauſe ſome of them were convicted of familia- 
rity with Satan + Becauſe the prerence and chear, by 
reaſon of the curioſity of ſome,and neceſſity of others, 
was ſpreading : becaule theſe Miracle-mongers prov- 
ed at laſt Athieſts, Apoſtates, or Hereticks, becauſe 
ir took people off their callings, ſpending their time 
in vanities: Becauſe ſome of them were Enthuſtaſtica!: 
becauſe they ſet many others upon unlawful diſtra - 
Ring , and intollerable courſes to attain thar git : 
Becauſe they were moſtly men of bad looks : Becauſe 
they took men off their arr, induſtry, and skill, pre- 
tending to that in Phy ſick, that gifred men do in Di- 
vinity , both with a.deſign to overthrow the ſtanding 
Ordinance, and order of God. 

All theſe the Articles againſt them in the Biſhop of 


Ypres Court, and in other Eccleſiaſtical and civil 
F 3 Conrts 
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Courts ,--toberanſidered by:a3l ſober Chriſtians,” 
But what need, you will ay, all this, when Mr. 
Stubbs himafelf ina * Book written in-the mans behalf, 
gp why hath ſufficiently 1aiil -open his pretence; for indeea 
C ontomift. upon peruſing that Book, I finde , F 
WIT 2 1d he ground * of this ſtrange attempt, l5 
01257 ae bur an 1wpulſe, and lome Chat thereupon between him, 
his Wife, and apoor Woman of the Village, ' ©; 
c Poge 4+ 2 That the man obſerving how hs ſtroking © was in» 
effe Fual upon ſome Diſeaſes, betook vmſelf, without any 
Voice-or Impulſe, to Incifion. 
4 Page 4. 3 Thar* Dean Ry being ſolemnly employed by 
my Lord Conw.y., 'to bring him from 1zcland to the 
Lady Cor.way,..be came,'and could do herno good. 
4 Thar ome (iy his body 4mells. ſtrongly , bar 
Mr, Stabbs found t not ſo, whictvit it did, there is no- 
thing extraordinary in the Cale; 

That notwithſtancing the-pretended vertue of 
his body, together with” che pinching, rubbing and 
cutting of peoples Sores, and the peoples imagina- 
tion fermenting the maſfe of blood, ſpirits; and hu- 
mours, ( wherein lye all the ciſeaſes as Mr. Stnbbes 
ſaith he pretends to cure, -tor he medleth not with a- 
ny in whcm nature is decayed) all that be can do, is 

eO:the 3%  £O Eaſe people «little by Pinching and Rubbing an 
mips" ow humour ſr:m oneplace to another, which Mr. Stabbes 
Narme 14 takes ſome paines to prove Natural, . Ordinary, and 
_ 4m rot atall Miraculous, by many inſtances; '* Pag, 18, 
Greatrates pre- 34 - 25. yea, and Pag. 14, he concludes that the re« 
Ne 1 MOVing of a'ciſtemper trom place to place, is che et+ 
man 0 Lo:afeR of Nature invigorated, and not of his touch. 
— ah 6. That there are none perfely healed by him, 
y Pirched*rom one Gentleman failing becauſe he laid aſide his Ca 
Plzeetoplxce” $10 forw: * another becauſe the humour {ertled again 
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(ondetvooHiraclen 
19t0an'Apeſthume :,The'Maid thas was ſtruck damb 
by- a Poy (on, - being able.onely to cry Ms formother, 
for all his ftroaking ; the Gentlewoman that he wear 
ta:diſpolleſle; of a Deyil, when ſhe was onely trou- 
bled. wich the wigde, -betng Mill troubled with..the 
Collick;; and the.reſt, of the ſimple people men- 
tioned in that bogk, finding no other benefit of his 
rubbing, pinching, and cutting, than a little. alte- 
rao , a5 they poor-people imagine for, the pre- 
0-4 7 flap 2s Fon 

. 7. And therefore Mr, Stwbbes' faith, that as. he 
added Lancing and Pinching , without any extraor- 
dinary Commiſſion to his firoaking, when he ſaw ir 
would not do, ſo hee added Phyfick to his Laun- 
cing ; for hee ſaw him apply Eye Salve to one per-. 
ſons Eye,and he had leave of him to apply Phylick to 
others after his ſtrokingzſo dividing the honour of the 
Gift,that Mr, Greatrates touched,and Mr. Stubbes Cured, © 

-And to ſay no more, I finde, that all that Mr. 
$tabbes can ſay for this pretender, is, that for ought 
hecan gueſſe, by a few * hours converſe with him , * Page 4,5. 14. 
he may be a Primitive Chriſtian, and a conformiſt, we om 
though no rigid one; that there wereformerly Gitts neſs to canverſe 
of Healing in the Primitive times , which he proves i bim long, 
out of x Cor. 12. 45; | 

That the cheating Souldiers called Salutators 1n 

Spainz that Pyrrhus, Veſpatian, Simon Magus, CA pol- 
lonixs, and other Heathens, that ſome Turks, by a 
Gift left them by Mahomet , do feats of the ſame 
nature; about whom Mr.S:bbes refers us ? to Deir10 5» The ſubſtance 
| whoindeed hath written ſix Books of Magick, Mpeg ape. 
to approve, as a man would think by Mr. Stwbbes his 
quotation, but to difcover theſe Legerdemains, 


And that be fiades nothing in what be calls _ 
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des, bur- whit ki ys 
caves, "Pap: 18; T9; a0 5t4F As 
by reaſon of the ignorance” of fome | 
ple, may feet Miracelotisy bee 160 
knowing. are ordinary; 
others 'of rhe (amet © ay »Hbee: | 
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